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REMEMBERING LORAN BAKER
AND ELIZABETH BUTLER

e Mrs. BOXER. Madam President,
today I ask my colleagues to join me in
paying tribute to Loran ‘“Butch’ Baker
and Elizabeth Butler, two members of
the Santa Cruz Police Department who
were recently killed in the line of duty.
These extraordinary officers dedicated
their lives to their family, community,
and Nation. Their courage and dedica-
tion inspired all who were lucky
enough to know them, and they will be
deeply missed.

A 28-year veteran of the Santa Cruz
Police Department, Detective Sergeant
Baker was one of the most experienced
and respected officers in Santa Cruz.
He loved his job and served as a friend
and mentor to many Central Coast law
enforcement officials, including his
son, Adam, who in 2010 joined the de-
partment as a community service offi-
cer. Detective Sergeant Baker was in
turn inspired by his son, noting that he
saw in Adam glimpses of himself when
he had first started police work. Father
and son relished working together.
Adam called his dad ‘“‘Sarge’ at work,
and the two had mailboxes next to each
other marked ‘‘Baker’ and ‘‘A. Baker.”

Detective Sergeant Baker, a graduate
of San Jose’s Bellarmine College Pre-
paratory and Fresno City College, pa-
trolled Pacific Avenue, Santa Cruz’s
downtown strip and he was easy to
spot. As one friend noted, “Even in the
dead of winter, he always wore his sig-
nature shorts.”” Detective Sergeant
Baker also worked in community serv-
ices and hostage negotiations, served
as a field training officer, and was one
of the founding members of the DUI
Enforcement Team. He was well known
for his fantastic sense of humor, his in-
fectious laugh, and his commitment to
the community that loved him so
much.

Detective Butler, a 10-year veteran of
the Santa Cruz Police Department,
grew up in Los Angeles and moved to
Santa Cruz in 1992 to attend UC Santa
Cruz, where she graduated as a commu-
nity studies major. Filled with ideal-
ism and a passion for helping others,
she first focused her talents on commu-
nity development lending with the non-
profit Opportunity Fund and then
Wells Fargo Bank, before settling into
her career with the Santa Cruz Police
Department. During her tenure, she
worked as a patrol officer, hostage ne-
gotiator, downtown foot and bike offi-
cer, and agent assigned to the Santa
Cruz County drug task force.

Detective Butler dearly loved living
and working in Santa Cruz. She sa-
vored the morning buns rolled in sugar
from Kelly’s French Bakery and the
sweeping views of Santa Cruz from
atop a roller coaster at the Santa Cruz
Beach Boardwalk. ‘I enjoy living and
working in Santa Cruz because one can
enjoy the ocean, the mountains, inter-
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esting people, and a healthy lifestyle
all in one spot,” she once wrote. Detec-
tive Butler was known by friends and
family as warm, caring, and funny.
Above all, she loved spending time with
her partner and two young sons.

On behalf of the people of California,
whom they served so valiantly, I ex-
tend my deepest sympathies to Detec-
tive Sergeant Baker’s wife, Kelly, and

three children, Adam, Ashley, and
Jillian; Detective Butler’s partner,
Peter, and two sons, Joaquin and

Stellan; and their extended families,
colleagues, and friends.e

————

REMEMBERING ALBERT ‘“CAP”
LAVIN

o Mrs. BOXER. Madam President, I ask
my colleagues to join me in honoring
the memory of Albert ‘““Cap’ Lavin, a
high school and college basketball star,
dedicated English teacher, and loving
husband, father, and grandfather. Cap
passed away on February 10, 2013 at the
age of 82.

Cap Lavin was a San Francisco Bay
Area native through and through.
Growing up in San Francisco’s Rich-
mond District, Cap played pickup bas-
ketball games at Rochambeau Play-
ground before becoming a star player
and All-City guard on St. Ignatius Col-
lege Preparatory’s basketball team. He
was so good that he was named St.
Ignatius’s player of the decade for the
1940s. He continued to hone his basket-
ball skills at the University of San
Francisco, where he played for two
Hall of Fame coaches in the early 1950s
and was later inducted into the USF
Dons Hall of Fame.

Following college, Cap turned his
love of reading into a 43-year-long ca-
reer as an English teacher at the Uni-
versity of California Berkeley, San
Francisco State University, Dominican
University, and Drake High School in
San Anselmo, his true home, where he
taught English for 40 of those 43 years.
Though his students at Drake kept him
busy, Cap also found the time to au-
thor 19 books and co-found the Bay
Area Writing Project at UC Berkeley.
After inspiring generations of students,
Cap retired from Drake in 1997.

In retirement, Cap and his wife,
Mary, enjoyed exploring the Bay Area,
hiking, biking, taking tai chi classes,
and going to the opera, the symphony,
and lectures in San Francisco. Those
who knew Cap will always remember
him as a generous, inspiring, and pas-
sionate man full of zest for life. His
contributions to the sports world, aca-
demia, and the San Francisco Bay Area
community will never be forgotten.

I extend my deepest condolences to
Cap’s loving wife, Mary; his children
Rachel, John, Mark, Ken, Suzanne, and
Steve; and his many grandchildren.e

———

TRIBUTE TO MAJOR NATHAN
KLINE, RETIRED

e Mr. CASEY. Madam President, I wish
to acknowledge the remarkable life-

S1947

time commitment of a Pennsylvania
constituent to our Nation’s security
and veteran community. Maj. Nathan
Kline, United States Air Force, Ret.,
has a total of 42 years of active and
ready reserve service. His military ca-
reer began at the age of 18 when he en-
listed in the U.S. Army Air Forces in
November 1942. During the war, he
served as a B-26 Marauder bombardier
and navigator who saw action during
the D-day Invasion and the Battle of
the Bulge. Serving on 65 missions, his
aircraft was shot down twice. His ac-
tions during the war earned him a Dis-
tinguished Flying Cross, 10 Air Medals,
and 4 Battle Stars for the European-Af-
rican-Middle Eastern Campaign Medal.
Years later, the French Ambassador
would welcome Major Kline into the
Legion of Honour as recognition to his
endeavors that contributed to the lib-
eration of the people of France.

After experiencing war firsthand, no
one would have blamed Major Kline if
he had withdrawn from service to live
a quiet life in peace. Instead, he re-
mained active in the military and con-
tinues to work hard to promote a soci-
ety that respects its veterans and the
sacrifices that they have made. Even in
his advanced age, he continues to serve
as an advocate on behalf of veterans
and their families. As a founding mem-
ber of the Lehigh Valley Military Af-
fairs Council, LVMAC, he has raised
money and created scholarships to help
the families of those deployed, orga-
nized the assembly and shipment of
care packages to deployed servicemem-
bers, and assisted veterans in finding
meaningful employment.

Major Kline helps veterans of all gen-
erations. He fights for the well-being of
today’s veterans and recognizes the
challenges they face, including PTSD
and TBI. Our veterans have paid a high
price for our American ideals and free-
dom. Major Kline has never forgotten
what he fought for when he enlisted in
the service over 70 years ago. The rea-
son why he fought for his country
above the skies of Normandy is the
same reason why the young service-
member today fights for his Nation in
the hills and mountains of Afghani-
stan. I cannot express this sentiment
any better than Major Kline when he
said, ‘“‘the Greatest Generation will al-
ways be embodied in the hearts, minds,
and souls of whoever our fighting
troops are and wherever they might
be.”

I share the story of Major Kline not
just because of his heroic actions dur-
ing the Second World War, but also be-
cause of his continued commitment to
service. The commitment that a mem-
ber of our military makes is usually
not limited to service during war, but
is often for life. Major Kline is a shin-
ing example of these principles.

Sequestration and budgetary con-
straints threaten our defense budget
and our support for veterans. We as a
nation must ensure that we do not
drastically affect the pay, medical
care, and family programs of our ac-
tive, reserve, and retired veterans.
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